
Full-size pickups and SUVs once
defined basic automotive utility. Trucks
were ranch hands on wheels. Early
sport utility vehicles carried cargo
and outdoor equipment. There was
nothing better to help get the job done.
Versatility and ruggedness mattered,
comfort and convenience did not.

But increased competition brought
luxury to the segments. The industry’s
biggest trucks have the interior designs
of plush studio apartments. A purist’s
concern might be: “What happened to
pickup trucks?”

Bentley, Ferrari and Lamborghini and
Rolls-Royce all now sell SUVs.

The industry isn’t going back. But
several manufacturers in recent years
have marketed new trims as if there’s
still a connection to the past, including
the Toyota Sequoia 1794 Hybrid.

Ford debuted the King Ranch in
2003. It’s named after one of the
country’s biggest ranches. Chevrolet
introduced the High Country in 2014 as
the most upscale Silverado trim.

Toyota’s addition to the Western-
themed collection began with the
Tundra. This year it added the Sequoia’s
second most expensive offering in the
fourth year of its second generation.
The Sequoia’s numeric 1794 signage
is homage to the founding year of an
iconic and once larger ranch in San

Antonio, Texas. It’s where the Tundra
and Sequoia are manufactured. Toyota
purchased part of the acreage in 2003.

Including hybrids, Toyota offers
16 SUVs. The 1794’s distinction is
its Western motif. It’s slotted in the
Sequoia lineup above the SR5, Limited,
Platinum and TRD Pro variants and
one price level shy of the signature
Capstone.

All 2025 Sequoias are equipped with
twin-turbo V6 hybrid powertrains,
producing 437 horsepower and 583
lb-ft of torque.

The 1794 trim features a 10-speed
automatic transmission and part-time
four-wheel drive. Despite its hybrid
setup, the large SUV achieves only 19
miles per gallon in city driving and 22
mpg on the highway. The three-row
beast weighs 7,560 pounds and has
a towing capacity of 9,520 pounds.
Acceleration from 0-to-60 miles per
hour takes 5.6 seconds.

The 1794 doesn’t have what was
expected, a commanding road presence.
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What is a Tacoma? The Tacoma is
a midsize pickup truck built in the
Guanajuato, Mexico assembly plant
and sold worldwide by Toyota. On
the 2025 Toyota Tacoma TRD Pro
HV pickup truck, the HV stands for
Hybrid Vehicle. This indicates that
the truck is powered by a combination
of a gasoline engine and electric
motor, providing improved fuel
efficiency and better performance.
This name tag means that the new

Tacoma has features and technologies
that push the boundaries and its
capabilities.

The Tacoma is a midsize truck, so
it’s smaller than the full size Tundra,
making it more maneuverable and
much more fuel efficient. And in
the world of Toyota, TRD stands for
Toyota Racing Development. TRD
is Toyota’s in house racing division
that’s responsible for developing
performance parts and accessories, as
well as engaging in motorsports and
racing activities all around the world.

Toyota’s TRD models are known for

their enhanced off road capabilities,
with features like upgraded
suspensions, front and rear skid
plates, and specialized parts designed
for sporty driving and off-roading.
They undergo rigorous testing to
ensure they can handle various
terrains and conditions. TRD Pro
models in particular, offer more
powerful drive trains, upgraded
shocks, sport exhaust systems and
specialized options.

Here are 7 key reasons to consider
the 2025 Toyota Tacoma TRD Pro
pickup truck:

Suspension: TRD models often
feature upgraded shocks, including
Bilstein shocks in some models,
which provide a good balance of on
and off road performance. TRD Pro
models have special Fox 2.5 inch
internal bypass shocks tuned by TRD
engineers.
Underbody: TRD Off Road trims

have real underbody protection
with steel skid plates, which offer
more protection compared to the
felt and plastic covers found in most
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Dear Car Talk:
Our new Toyota Tundra uses
ALL of the available space in our
garage. And if I want to close the
garage door, I have to pull within
inches of the front wall.
Here’s the problem: The automatic
brake system continually hits
the brakes for me every time I
approach the wall, even though I
am just creeping at 1 mph.
Is there a danger in repeatedly
having the auto brake system
activate when I park each time?
Will this damage the brakes?
– Dan

No, but it might damage your neck,
Dan.

For those who don’t have this feature,
lots of newer cars have automatic
emergency braking. If the car’s sensors
conclude that there’s an obstacle ahead
(a stopped car, for instance), and you
haven’t given any indication that you’re
aware of it by taking your foot off the
gas or hitting the brakes, the automatic
braking system kicks in.

As a first step, the vehicle will issue
an audible and/or visual warning. And
then, if you continue to browse your
wife’s sister’s Instagram photos while the
obstacle gets closer, it will actually apply
the brakes for you to prevent a crash.

Many cars and trucks also have a
slow-speed version of this system for use
in parking. It works in both forward
and reverse. So, if trying to parallel
park between two Maseratis, and you’re
about to take out the hood of the one
behind you, the system will warn you
and then apply the brakes to keep you
from hitting it and having to join the
witness protection program.

This can be incredibly useful. It can
also be irritating, as you’ve learned,
Dan. So, your vehicle (and most others)
allows you to turn off the slow-speed
auto brake feature in situations where
you’d rather it mind its own business.

On the Tundra, there’s a button to
the left of your steering wheel with an
image of a car making impact with
a traffic cone and the word “OFF”
underneath it. When you pull into your
garage, just press that button.

An orange light with that same image
will show up on your dashboard, letting
you know that the system is off. You’ll
still hear the audio warning when the
sensors detect a nearby obstacle (like
the garage wall), but the truck will not
apply its own brakes. Once that light is
off, Dan, you are free to drive right into
your radial arm saw.

It’s also useful for going through a
car wash. Just keep in mind that most
vehicles will reset the system to “On,”
when you restart. So, you’ll have to
hit the button each time you pull into
the garage. But that’s better than the
whiplash, right?

Got a question about cars? Write
to Ray in care of King Features, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803, or
email by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com.

(c) 2025 by Ray Magliozzi and Doug
Berman
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Syndicate, Inc.
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The cabin is noisy, braking is soft and
the overall responsiveness is lackluster.
At highway cruising speed, the SUV
is satisfactory. But getting to its best
occurs as if the vehicle is waking up
from a long nap.

Like several competitors, the Sequoia
1794 Hybrid offers extreme comfort.
The three rows of seating are presented
in quality leather and spacious
configurations. The seating capacity is

seven, with captain’s chairs for second-
row occupants. The second-row seats
also recline and have heating and
cooling functions. Rear seat occupants
aren’t shunned as often occurs.
Individual climate control settings,
USB and USB-C ports and a 120-volt
power outlet are well-positioned.

Strong technology complements the
comfort. A 14-inch infotainment screen
operates the 14-speaker JBL stereo,
navigation system, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth,
SiriusXM and wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto. The center console
features a straight-forward efficient

gear shifter, a drive mode selector, a
button to engage the four-wheel system
and a wireless phone charger. Drive
modes — Eco, Normal, Sport and Sport
S — are easy to operate as is the tow/
haul mode button.

Attributes also include a panoramic
moon roof, sign recognition, keyless
entry, dual power seats, a rearview
camera mirror, a power tilt steering
wheel and a trailer hitch.

The designer’s touch interior is framed
with a hefty supply of handsome, open-
pore wood trim. The long strip above
the glovebox bearing the 1794 logo is the

most prominent. The wood also extends
across the dash and in the door panels,
console and shift lever. It’s all a collective
nod to the vehicle’s Western theme.

Purchasing a Sequoia because it’s
novel and aligns itself with the good ol’
days of Texas is a buyer’s prerogative.
But spending $85,630 doesn’t seem
warranted.

James Raia, a syndicated automotive
columnist in Sacramento, also
contributes business, lifestyle and
sports content to several print and
online publications. E-mail: james@
jamesraia.com.

competitors trucks.
Clearance: Off Road models

generally have more ground clearance
than other trims, allowing them to
easily navigate rough terrain.

4x4: Many TRD models, especially
the Off Road trims, come standard
with a 4WD on demand traction
system, and an electronically
controlled 2 speed transfer case,
providing additional handling and
traction control for all kinds of
challenging conditions.

Fuel Economy: The 2025 Toyota
Tacoma TRD Pro 4x4 Hybrid gets 22
MPG in city driving, 24 MPG on the
highway and a very respectable 23
MPG in combined driving.

Off Road Capability: The TRD
Pro is engineered for serious off
roading, featuring TRD tuned
suspension, FOX shocks, and a multi
terrain select system. Plus it has a
high clearance front bumper and an
aggressive looking stance.

TRD Pro: TRD Pro models go even
further with specialized features like
TRD tuned cat back exhaust systems,
suspension lifts, and bright red
forged aluminum upper control arms,
and include a stabilizer disconnect
mechanism and crawl control to
enhance their off road power.

The Tacoma TD Off Road edition
is known for its special off road
suspension, underbody protection,
and 4x4 system, while the Tacoma
TRD Pro has an even more aggressive
suspension system, with specialized
parts and a more powerful drive
train.

To highlight these special features,
this week Toyota sent me a 2025
Tacoma TRD PRO Double Cab
Pickup Truck to test drive and review.
The base window sticker price for this
4x4 (HV) Hybrid edition is $63,735.
The options on the test truck are:
the towing technology package for
$850, the rear differential skid plate
for $355, the trailer ball mount for
$70, the spray-on bed liner for $575,
and the mini tie-down plates for $45.
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By Bob Weber
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Q: I recently purchased a new PHEV, which
provided instructions regarding the 1,000-
mile break-in period. This has been my expe-
rience for many, if not all, cars purchased
over the years. I intend to comply. However,
I’m curious as to exactly what is happening to
the engine during the break-in period. Also, is
there any break-in required for the motor and
battery?
R.R., Lisle, Illinois
A: There’s probably nothing in the owner’s manual
about an engine break-in, yet I believe it is
worthwhile. Having owned several motorcycles, I
have learned the drill. Here are the steps:
1. Avoid constant engine speed for long periods.
Vary the engine speed between 2,000 and 4,000
RPMs.
2. Avoid hard, jackrabbit starts. Accelerate gently.
3. Start the engine but don’t let the engine idle
longer than 3-4 minutes at a time.
4. Check the oil level. New engines may use a bit
more than broken-in engines.
During break-in, the moving parts get friendly with
the other stuff. Electric motors on the other hand,
need no break-in.
Q: I have a 2023 Ford F-150 Ecoboost. I
“accelerate” at times (why waste 400hp?).

Friends have suggested that I change my oil
every 500 miles instead of factory recom-
mendations. They say that my driving habits
cause it to run a little hot. I love the perfor-
mance, but do want to protect the engine.
S.G., Antioch, Illinois
A: Do your friends work for an oil company? Your
engine will run at the same temperature (about
200 degrees Fahrenheit) whether you are cruising
or mashing on the gas. Your oil company friends
should be pleased with your frivolous use of fuel.
Q: I’m the original owner of a 2011 Kia
Sorento EX with a 3.5-liter V-6 engine and
133,000 miles on the odometer. I have main-
tained the car to the best of my ability and
have for years changed the oil myself every
2,500 to 3,500 miles, and still do, even at
the age of 94. In the past six months or
so, I have noticed a slight metallic “chi, chi,
chi” staccato rattle sound coming from the
engine, which I suspect to be the timing
chain or valve lifters. I’m concerned the chain
will break and cause complete failure of the
engine. There have been no dash warning
signals of any kind. In one of your columns,
you said the chain should last the life of the
car, but I’m not sure what that might be. Your
expert opinion please.
J.G., Huntley, Illinois
A: There are two possibilities. Chances are you

don’t need a timing chain although the chain is a
component in the camshaft operation. The variable
cam timing system actuators may be the first
problem. The second culprit may be the fuel pump.
Unlike most vehicles today that have electric fuel
pumps in the gas tank, Kia has a mechanical pump
driven by the camshaft that is easily replaced.
Q: Took my 2024 Toyota Corolla Cross
Hybrid in for first service at 5,000 miles
(as reminded repeatedly and irritatingly via
text). Expected an oil change. Instead, I was
told «only a tire rotation now.» Oil changes
will happen every 10,000 miles but tire rota-
tions are required every 5,000 per dealer and
«Toyota recommendations.» Overkill?
T.S., McHenry, Illinois
A: Your question harkens back to one I got a couple
weeks ago. Tires, fresh from the factory, do not
last as long as replacement tires. Additionally, the
weight of hybrids and electrics is hard on the tires.
Your dealer may be trying to make them last as long
as possible. You may choose to ignore the overkill,
but tire demise may occur prematurely.
(Bob Weber is a writer and mechanic who became
an ASE-certified Master Automobile Technician in
1976. Weber’s work has appeared in professional
trade magazines and various consumer
publications including Consumer Guide and
Consumers Digest. Send questions along with name
and town to motormouth.tribune@gmail.com.)

Motormouth: Break-in period?

Toyota Sequoia 1794
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The manufacturer’s suggested retail
price (MSRP), including the $1,495
destination charge, is: $67,125.

After adding in the state and local
sales tax, plus the DMV and dealer
fees, the out the door and in your
driveway total purchase price came
to: $75,516. At just $484 bucks under
$76 Grand, you get a highly optioned
midsize pickup truck that can go
just about anywhere; to school, to
work, and then off to the 6,800 acre
Hollister Hills Off Road Recreation
Area State Park on the weekends for a
little fun in the sun and all off road.

The 2025 Toyota TRD Pro is the
right choice for those seeking a highly
capable off road truck with a focus on
adventure and performance. It offers
a blend of rugged styling, advanced
technology and a powerful hybrid
drive train; making it a best buy in the
midsize pickup truck segment.

So, call, click or visit your local

Toyota dealer for a test drive, and a
Bottom Line price review, on the 2025
Toyota Tacoma TRD PRO 4x4 Double
Cab (HV) Hybrid Pickup Truck. And
remember that the base price for a
new Tacoma pickup starts at only
$31,590. Toyota - Let’s Go Places.

Be smart, stay safe, and just breathe.
Remember, You Are What You Drive,
and maybe, just for those reasons alone,
you should Drive one, Buy one, Today.
Have a great day, drive safely, and enjoy
the ride, as the future looks nice and
bright - Tony the Car Guy.

This Bottom Line new vehicle
review is a Nut & Bolt and Dollars
& Sense editorial provided by Tony
Leopardo. Tony the Car Guy is
an automotive writer, editor and
publisher in the San Francisco
Bay Area. If you have a question,
or comment for Tony, send it to
tonyleo@pacbell.net and visit
AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net
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